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Embracing
the Music

Connecting to Children
with Autism

by Carol Childers

to sit down, walk to the music, or stand up. But she doesn’t “tell” her student; she
“sings” it in a quiet small voice that speaks volumes to all her students.

The teacher is Twila “Ty” Miller, a music teacher from the Jacksonville School of Au-
tism, who uses one of the rooms at Christ Episcopal Church’s Christian Family Center
to offer private music lessons to a small group of young people — some who have been
diagnosed with autism.

Offering music lessons to students for the past three and a half years at Christ Church,
Twila focuses on inclusion, teaching both neuro-typical and students living in the au-
tism spectrum. “Music is a major connection to the brain,” she explains. “It is a language
— another way for a child with autism to communicate. It’s a way of being a part of the
world”

Working out of the spacious Christian Family Center, Room 208, Twila combines mu-
sic and movement in a program of Dalcroze Eurhythmics and Creative Motion, one of
the ways that Twila strives to reach the child with autism. “Once I get the child to move
to the music, then there’s a whole other connection happening,” she says. “If you can get
their body to respond to the sound, you can awaken their mind” Twila knows about the
challenges parents face with special needs children; she has a grandson that has high-
functioning Aspergers.

One of the disheartening things about children with autism is the lack of eye contact
(Continued on page 12)

The room is quiet, save the gentle, lilting voice of the teacher as she tells her student

Twila works with
student Rafael and
his caregiver on
listening and
watching for verbal
and hand signals.
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“Give Us Wings - and
Watch Our Music Fly”
a benefit concert

Sunday, February 28

3 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship Hall

This benefit will raise
monies for a
new Yamaha piano

This benefit concert
features performances
by Twila Miller’s special
needs students and
special guest performers.




givenness (continued from page 4)

amazing! In this give-and-take exchange these people have
found a new life, totally different, and in most cases — so
they say — much richer and fuller than before having the
disease. Is this possible? Aren't these people frantically
deceiving themselves in order to stop thinking about their
own tragedy? I don't think so. One can
smell self-deceit at a distance after
50, and this is my case. These
people are very honest
about their feelings.
They do not pretend
they are happy to
have been infected.
Most of them shed
tears — and make
most listeners shed
them as well - when
they tell their personal
stories. The “thorn in the flesh”
remains and they wish (as St. Paul

did) that it could be taken away from them. But their
lives are grace-filled. They have found a reason to live in
“givenness,” and this has made the great difference in their
lives.

The Lenten Season is one of reflection and
transformation. We are encouraged to reflect on the
wastefulness of most of our ordinary lives and get ready
for what God wills us to be from now on. Holy Week
makes us live Christ’s and the disciples’ great brokenness

The Lenten Season is
one of reflection and transformation.

We are encouraged to reflect on the
wastefulness of most of our ordinary lives and
get ready for what God wills us to be
from now on.

in the midst of betrayal, violence, confusion, loneliness
and despair, followed by the wonderful Easter event — the
Resurrection. Every year we are reminded and made to live
through this “dark night” in order to better see the Paschal
Light on Easter Sunday. The cross constantly reminds us
that there is no Resurrection unless we are
willing to give ourselves fully to
others. And this “givenness”
is usually only made
possible by the pain of
brokenness.

May the lives of
those who in the
midst of suffering

have found the grace
of “givenness” inspire
us throughout this Lent.
The stories and examples
of these militant HIV bearers
I met at the workshop were the best
grace-filled blessing I received. They have encouraged
me and others to become actively involved in this life-giving
ministry as well. During this Lent, be on the watch for
life-giving signs in your own lives and in the lives of others
around you. You will probably find them intertwined with
brokenness and pain. If they are authentic, they probably
will be. But remember, the joy and glory of Resurrection is
sure to follow the cross. May the rich blessings of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

muSiC ConneCting With aUtism (continued from page 11)

“The music,” Twila explains, “is a turning of the body, and
the mind, and the spirit - a coming together in an effort to
develop wholeness.”

Learning how to play the piano also builds the student’s
desire to interact with others. “When they learn how to play
“Twinkle, Twinkle,” theyre going to want to play that for
somebody;” Twila reports.

That’s what she has found in one of her students, Rafael.
Early on in his lessons, Rafael would play the piano in a
one-finger striking gesture. Now he plays with full hand
gesture and even manages the challenging motor control of
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foot pedals.

Over a year ago, Twila began looking at a new piano for
her special needs students. She found one that cost $8,800.
In order to raise monies to pay for the piano, Twila will hold
a concert benefit “Give Us Wings — and Let Our Music Fly;’
on Sunday, Feb. 28 at 3 p.m. in the Contemporary Worship
Space. The concert, she explains, is a celebration of music
— a gift for all time, which includes participation of her stu-
dents, friends, and a few special guests. Individuals will be
invited to “purchase a piano key” on a mock piano board. A
reception follows the concert.



WE BELIEVE!

at Christ Church. While we faced many challenges,

we also celebrated great triumphs! We rejoice in who
we are as a Church and believe in our mission to welcome and
engage others in the life of Christ. This year’s campaign has
been one of our most successful with 878 pledging households
to date ... the most in the history of Christ Church! In addi-
tion, we had close to 200 new pledges totaling $318,158, which
nearly doubles new pledges from last year. We are grateful for
this and to all those in our parish family who embraced our
Believe campaign to support the ministries of Christ Church
in 2010.

There were many who worked behind the scenes in our
stewardship effort. Please join the whole of Christ Church in
extending our deepest gratitude to the 2009/2010 Stewardship
Commission: Julie & Neal Anderson, Linda duPont, Helene

r I 1his was quite an extraordinary year for stewardship

& Bob Gorab, Luke Jernagan, Mindy & Doug Lytle, Eileen &
Ken Nimmich, Walt O’Shea, Kathie Seabrook, and Marta &
Arnie Smith. Their leadership and dedication to this ministry
was not only inspiring, but instrumental to the success of our
Believe campaign.

Our work, however, is still not done and for those who may
still be prayerfully considering their pledge... it’s not too late!
Please help Christ Church close this small $16,751 shortfall in
celebration of God’s continued gift of love and life to all of us.
All gifts make a difference and will enable our Church to con-
tinue its great work of reaching out in the love of Jesus.

Below are the names of those who have pledged between
November 18, 2009-January 31, 2010.
Pledges received after January 31 will be recognized in
Communicants throughout the year.

Ken & Michelle Ackerman George & Sue Eberle
Cynthia Akre Michael & Kelly Fatovic
Greg & Jo Ann Allen William & Carolyn Fitting
Jean Armstrong Chris & Karen Foster
Garnett & Eleanor Ashby Robert & Suzanne Franco
George & Diane Bajalia Allen & Allison Ginder, IIT
Earl Barker & Ann Wingate Tim & Sarah Goodman
Mark & Charlyn Barrett Frank & Jennifer Greene
Diana Beane Ann Marie Grymes

Vance & Clare Berry Katherine Gulden

John & Cheryl Bistricky, Jr Chris & Colleen Haley
Jane Blechta Rob & Robin Hall

Stanley & Nancy Block Randy & Susan Hardee, Jr
Bussey & Ann Bonner, Jr Robert & Amy Hardman
Nancy Brooks John & Tammy Harris
Robert Buckey Hap’ & Mary Alice Hassett
Ed & Billie Jo Burr Brent & Jacque Headrick
Steven & Debra Buskirk Susan Hightower

Steven & Angie Bussone

Joe & Renate Hixon

Norm & Diane Cannon Jeft & Lauren Hoffman
Christopher & Holly Carter John & Julia Hollon

Cole & Amy Cartledge Jim Howell & Erin Hardin
Greg Cole Bill & Louise Hunley

Catherine Corcoran

Hutch & Sally Hutchinson

George Crabtree Kathryn James

Doug & Jacquie Crane Mary Jack Johnson
Donald & Margaret Daniels Michael & Kay Joseph
Tyler Dann Bill & Sandy Kavanaugh, Jr
Rob & Denise Darracott Jim & Virginia Kent
Jack & Jay DeJong David & Lisa Kolster
Philippe & Jennifer DeRycker  Grace Krachuk

Ken & Shelley DeVault Mike & Mary Krombach
Alan & Carol Ditzel Meg Kronstein

Peggie Dobbins David & Susan Leandri
Chris Donaldson Alan & Sharon Learch
David Draz Wayne & Chris Lester

William & Elizabeth Levy Dianne Sandefur

Genevieve Lilley Chris & Lesli Schmachtenberger
Carson & Frances Lofts David Scott

Roy Lyon Jim & Susan Shepherd, Jr
John & Sherry Mahoney, Jr Josh Shober & Kate Polmanteer
Jacqueline Marsh Scott & Deanna Smith

Tim Martin Brett & Susan Snyder

Sam & Frances Maury Len & Martha Stachitas

Jim & Julie McAvity Tim and Nancy Stiles

Mike & Gwen McCully Dave & Kathryn Stimpson
Chip & Monica McGraw Randy & Kelly Stroupe

Cindi McLaughlin Jack & Suzanne Sullivan

Bob & Katharine McMillan Thor & Gretchen Swisher
Jim Middleton David & Carolyn Taraboletti
William Milne Joe & Susan Taylor

Liz Minor Jerry & Marcia Tjoflat

John & Rachel Mitchell, Jr Jay & Cathy Toole

George & Petal Montis Bryan Turney & Jennifer Hall
Erica Moore Bruce & Claire Voorhees
Joseph Moorer Bruce & Ginny Vorsanger
Dave & Fran O’Brien Hal & Jane Wahl

Martin & Gloria Olsen Lew & Trish Walker

Janet Orr Jamey & Erika Wallace
Richard & Phyllis Ozimek Chris & Cindy Ware

Mary Jean Pace Betty Watkins

Bruce & Irene Pearson Kate Welsh

Cate Polmanteer Joanne Weyer

Jim & Sherri Raimondo Terry & Judi Wilcox

Mary Ramsey John & Krista Willim, III
Charles Rankin Dan & Jennifer Winkleman
Pat & Emily Rhodin Jack Winterbotham, III
Charlie & Kathy Ricci Kimberly Witt

Carolyn Ritsema Stanley & Biron-Marie Wood
Ken & J] Roach Jeff & Mary Anne Young
Richard & Jenny Roos

Danny & Nancy Rumble

and we will make the correction immediately.

The church understands the importance relating to the accuracy of the names published above.
However, if we missed your name in error, please notify the church at 285-6127
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CHRIST CHURCH CONTACTS
Dial 285-7390 and Extension

Audio/Visual/Sound Technology
Josh Fordenbacher x 227

The Bookstore, Mary Pickett x 263
Christian Formation, Malinda Harris x 237
Communications, Carol Childers x 234
Facilities, Kevin Richmond 254-1841
Finances, Ronda Toonk x 232
Hospitality, Vanessa Broderick x 247
Music Ministry, John Barry x 233

Early Learning Program
Leila Quinlan x 246

Rector’s Associate for Staff & Ministry
Development, Steve Harrison, x 225

Pastoral Care, Bob Morris x 236
Terry Totman x 231

Preschool, Janet Blacker x 243

Rector's Administrative Assistant,
Dedra Torelli x 228

Stewardship &
Christ Church Foundation,
Stacy Nash x 235

Youth Ministry
Nate Huddleston - 599-8878

Ponte Vedra Office - 904-285-6127
San Pablo Office - 904-221-4777

Christ Church Vestry

Senior Warden, Marsha Holmes
marshaholmes@me.com

Junior Warden, Matt Davis
mattdavispv@comcast.net

Bobi Goes Cown Marta Smith

Tim Tresca Margie Arrowsmith
Mike Ammiano  Janice Dudley
Brooks Stapleton Ned Peverley

Steve Crosby Tom Vickery

Four Parishioners Honored with
Distinguished Service Cross

our parishioners were recognized for their service to Christ Church

and awarded the Distinguished Service Cross at the Annual Meeting.

The Distinguished Service Cross is given to members whose service
exemplifies dependability, integrity, initiative, leadership, and, most impor-
tantly, the heart of a servant.

The Reverend Bill Baxter and his wife, Susan, retired to the Ponte Vedra area
in 2007. Bill was part of the Christ Church clergy team as a supply priest for six
months before becoming our Interim Vicar at the San Pablo campus. Bill was
a wonderful gift to the Christ Church community in a time of great need. We
appreciate his wise and distinguished service for more than a year.

Joan Benson has been at Christ Church since 1985. While she has partici-
pated in almost every ministry here, Joan prefers to work quietly, behind the
scenes. She was an original Christ Church Cares Shepherd and seems to always
know who needs help, using her nursing background and her spiritual pres-
ence to provide comfort to those in need. Joan is one of the first faces you see
when you visit our campus where she serves as a greeter on Sundays and as an
office volunteer at our reception desk. Joan is compassionate, faithful, and con-
tinues to reach beyond herself to serve Christ through Christ Church.

Deb Hardman has served at Christ Church for more than 10 years. Her pas-
sions in ministry have been teaching good parenting skills and facilitating lay
pastoral ministry. Her numerous areas of service include being the leader of the
parenting class, coordinator of Family Matter Conferences, a trainer for Christ
Church Cares University, leader of the Divorce Recovery and a presenter at
Premarital Workshops. Additionally, she has served as a leader of Discovery,
a Eucharistic Minister and a Eucharistic Visitor.

John Roberts was one of the first members of Christ Church to make his
way over to San Pablo Road when Christ Church acquired that property. He
has served on the Christ Church Vestry, the San Pablo Committee, the Calling
Committee and as Chairperson of the Outreach Committee. Always the first
in line when a call for volunteers goes out, he can be found on the San Pablo
campus moving chairs, pulling weeds, cooking breakfast, serving as a lector
and chalice bearer, singing in the choir, and mentoring EfM. John’s dedication
to Christ Church, and in particular his work at Christ Church San Pablo, is
gratefully appreciated.

Christ Church Welcomes New Director of Youth Ministry

hrist Church is excited to announce the arrival of
our newest staff member, Nathan Huddleston, who
began this month as the Director of Youth Ministry.

is an avid Oklahoma State
Cowboys fan, enjoys cook-
ing, hanging out with his

Nate, who was recently married in November at San Jose
Episcopal Church in Jacksonville, joins Christ Church with
his wife, Katherine.

He comes to us from St. Georges Episcopal Church in
Nashville, Tennessee where he served as assistant director
of youth ministry. In addition to youth ministry, Nate also
coached football and wrestling at Harding Academy. Nate
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dog, Wyatt, and driving his
1968 International Scout. He
will be working primarily
with middle & high school
youth. You can email him at
nhuddleston@christepiscopalchurch.org. Please join us in
welcoming Nate and Katherine to our parish.




Weekly Christ Church Schedule

Upcoming Events

Worship

Christ Church Preschool 25th Anniversary Gala Saturday :

X X X 5:30 p.m. Eucharist - Church
Friday, February 19, 7 p.m. in the Parish Center Sunday
Don’t miss this opportunity to have fun and support our church’s preschool ngg :z ::IZ]}:::::SEE:EE
program. Proceeds will be used to purchase “Smart Board Interactive Pro- | g.0pam.  Bucharist - Chapel
grams” for the classrooms as well as give our preschool playground a face-lift. | 11:15a.m.  Eucharist - Church
All donations are accepted. If you have any Gala questions, please contact the | 11:15a.m. E“;lg“'is" - Parish Center,

. . 2nd floor

preschool office at 285-6371 or Lyn Gabrielsen, Gala Chair, at 536-8649. 530 pm.  Eucharist - Church

Jason Foundation Parenting Program Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

6:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer - Chapel

Saturday, February 20, 10 a.m. - noon in CFC 208. P VERIg TRAyer s HAApe
Wednesday

Christ Church’s Family Matters will host the Jason Foundation’s presentation | 7:00a.m.  Eucharist - Chapel

of a faith-based study on youth suicide, focusing on the problem of youth sui- | 11:00 a.m. D s

. . . 6:00 p.m. Eucharist - Chapel

cide and ways we can work to prevent this tragedy. Learn about the magnitude | (o'~ day

of the problem, warning signs, and ways to help those at risk. This program | 5.0 p.m.  Vicars Landing

is for anyone who lives or works with young people: parents, grandparents, | Thursday

teachers, teens, and youth leaders. RSVP to the church office at 285-6127. 11:00 a.m.  Cypress Village

Christ Church at San Pablo
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Eucharist
Christ Church at Serenata Beach
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Eucharist

4th Annual Solo Flight Singles Retreat
March 5-7

Christ Church’s fourth annual Solo Flight singles retreat, “Spirituality and
Embodiment,” takes place March 5-7 at Camp Weed. Featured speaker
Lauren Winner will focus on how our bodies both hinder and bring us closer
to God. *Cost for the retreat, including room, board and all materials, is
$265.00 per person, double occupancy and $345.00 single occupancy. To
register, contact Terry Totman at 285-7390 x 231.

Christian Formation & Fellowship

Sunday Christian Formation Classes
at Christ Church Ponte Vedra
9 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church Foundation Golf Tournament
Friday, March 19

Get ready to tee-off and come out swinging at the next Christ Church Foun-
dation Golf Tournament at the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club, with a gala recep-
tion following in the Christ Church Parish Center. Registration forms can be
picked up in the church office.

ChriSt ChurCh CareS (Continued from page 5)

Sunday Formation Class at
Christ Church San Pablo ~ 9 a.m.

Weekday Christian Formation Classes
See more info
at www.christepiscopalchurch.org

a dinner, gluten-free to meet her dietary needs, delivered
to Melinda’s door. Another to Deb Holton put Melinda -
who is herself an intercessor, praying for others - on the
list of the Intercessors Ministry so others could pray for her
speedy recovery and a good outcome.

Melinda called the experience “so rewarding.” After living
in many places around the world with her late husband, she
said of her six years here, “this is the best church I've ever
been associated with. I feel blessed to be here.”

Janet, too, feels it is “a blessing to be part of this ministry.
A Shepherd since the start of Christ Church Cares under

Fr. Bob Morris’ direction several years ago, she said Deb
Hardman’s training helped her “learn how to be a vessel and
serve our fellow man.” As a result, Janet said, “I feel a greater
closeness to and awareness of the various ministries. It re-
ally is satisfying when the interconnectedness we all have in
this parish comes to fruition.”

Charlie said much the same: “Here was a situation where
five different members of our church united to offer much-
needed services to one of our own who had no one else to
turn to. I had the sensation of being a member of a finely-
tuned team. It was a warm, fulfilling feeling”
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Holy Week and Easter

Palm Sunday Weekend, Sat., March 27 and Sun., March 28
at Christ Church San Juan campus
Liturgy of the Palms, Passion reading and Holy Eucharist
Sat. 5:30 p.m. ~ Sun. 7:45 a.m., *9:00 a.m., *11:15 a.m., *5:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m. & *10:00 a.m. at Christ Church San Pablo campus
Maundy Thursday, April 1

at Christ Church San Juan campus
*7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Foot-Washing and Stripping of the Altar
Following the Maundy Thursday service, join us for the Night Watch as we pray and watch with Jesus
until noon on Good Friday at Christ Church San Juan campus Chapel.

7:00 p.m. Christ Church San Pablo campus

Good Friday, April 2
at Christ Church San Juan campus
12:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross * 5:30 p.m. Children’s Good Friday Worship
Children’s Stations of the Cross in the courtyard
* 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship with Choral Offering

at Christ Church San Pablo campus
12:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship ~ * 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, April 3
at Christ Church San Juan campus
3:30 p.m. Rite of Reconciliation * 5:30 p.m. Holy Baptism and Eucharist
* 8:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter

Easter Day, April 4
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Holy Eucharist
Gather on the beach at the Ponte Vedra Inn ¢ Club 200 Ponte Vedra Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach

6:30 a.m. Sunrise Holy Eucharist at Christ Church at Serenata Beach
Serenata Beach Club ~ 3175 South Ponte Vedra Boulevard

ZA5as229.00 a5 aam=8&*-5:30:p:m;
Festival Holy Eucharist at Christ Church San Juan campus

8:00 a.m. & * 10:00 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist at Christ Church San Pablo campus

* Nursery available at these services.



